THE PLANNING AND ZONING HISTORICAL APPROPRIATENESS
COMMISSION (PZHAC) WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING AT
MESILLA TOWN HALL, 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA
MONDAY- APRIL 21, 2025 @ 5:00PM

Hearing #1
Adopt proposed amendments to Mesilla Town
Code 18.54-Telecommunications Wireless
Facilities.

Hearing #2
Adopt proposed amendments to Mesilla Town
Code 18.65-Signs.

Hearing #3
Adopt proposed amendments to Mesilla Town
Code Title 18 relating to Planning and Zoning
Historical Appropriateness Commission.

All 3 of these draft ordinances will be available at Mesilla Town Hall and Mesilla website @
https://www.mesillanm.gov/ on March 31, 2025.

NOTE

If you need any accommodation for a disability to enable you to fully participate in the hearing or
meeting, please contact us on 575-524-3262 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.

Posted on 4/1/2025 at the following locations: Town Hall - 2231 Avenida de Mesilla; Public

Safety Building - 2670 Calle de Parian; Mesilla Community Center - 2251 Calle de Santiago;

Shorty’s Food Mart - 2290 Avenida de Mesilla; and the U.S. Post Office — 2253 Calle de Parian Mesilla
Website: www.mesillanm.gov/minutes-agendas



https://www.mesillanm.gov/
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Chapter 18.06
PLANNING, ZONING AND HISTORICAL APPROPRIATENESS
COMMISSION

Sections:

18.06.010 Creation, purpose and establishment — Title.

18.06.020 Membership — Ex officio members — Appointment — Qualifications — Terms — Pay.
18.06.030 Notice of appointment.

18.06.040 Member — Cause for removal — Procedure.

18.06.050 Vacancy — Appointment — Term.

18.06.060 Officers — Term — Vacancy.

18.06.070 Meetings — Place — Quorum - Voting.

18.06.080 Duties — Powers.

18.06.090 Procedural rules — Records required.

18.06.100 Records — Commission determinations to be filed.

18.06.110 Review of applications within Historical and General Commercial zones —
Considerations.

18.06.120 Certificate of appropriateness — Conditions imposed — Permit for demolition or

removal.
18.06.130 Disapproval — Notice — Modification of application.
18.06.140 Appeal from historical review action.

18.06.150 Appeal from a planning and platting decision of the planning, zoning and historical

appropriateness commission — Grounds — Action in district court.

18.06.160 Appeal from a zoning decision of the planning, zoning and historical
appropriateness commission — Grounds — Stay of proceedings.
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18.06.010 Creation, purpose and establishment — Title.
A. This chapter may be cited as the “planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission

ordinance.”

B. This commission is created by authority granted municipalities under the New Mexico State
Statutes 1978, Sections 3-19-1(A)(1) and (2).

C. There is established a planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission which shall be
the planning commission and the zoning commission for the town of Mesilla. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.020 Membership — Ex officio members — Appointment — Qualifications — Terms — Pay.

A. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall consist of five members who
shall be appointed by the mayor with the consent of the board of trustees. A member of the board of
trustees may be appointed as ex officio, nonvoting member of the commission. Up to two alternate
commissioners can be appointed to the commission to participate in discussion but will only be
allowed to vote when one of the five commissioners is absent. Alternates are necessary to ensure
quorum is established.

B. The mayor with the advice and consent of the board of trustees shall appoint residents of the town
of Mesilla to membership on the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission.

C. On the first planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission, a majority of the members
(3) shall be appointed for one-year terms and the balance of the members (2) shall be appointed for
two-year terms. Each subsequent term of a member on the planning, zoning and historical
appropriateness commission shall be for two years or less in order to maintain the original staggering
of terms of membership. A vacancy in the membership of the planning, zoning and historical
appropriateness commission shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term. A current
alternate commissioner will be considered first before any new consideration is given to a new
resident.

D. Members may succeed themselves. [Ord. 2010-04 § 1; Ord. 2010-02 § 4; Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.030 Notice of appointment.

Each person appointed to the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall be
given notice of her/his appointment by a certificate stating that he/she was appointed as a member of
the commission. The certificate shall be signed by the mayor, be attested by the town clerk-treasurer,
and bear the municipal seal. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.040 Member — Cause for removal — Procedure.
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A. After a public hearing and for cause stated in writing and made part of the public record, the mayor,

with the approval of the board of trustees, may remove a member of the planning, zoning and
historical appropriateness commission.

B. At least 10 days prior to a hearing by the board of trustees, the member in question shall be given a
written notice of the specific grounds for which removal might be exercised and the time, date, and
place of the public hearing. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.050 Vacancy — Appointment — Term.

If a vacancy occurs on the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission, the mayor
with the advice and consent of the board of trustees shall appoint a qualified person to fill such
vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.060 Officers — Term — Vacancy.

A. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall elect from its membership a
chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretary. Officers shall serve for a one-year term and may
succeed themselves.

B. Any office vacated shall be filled by the election of a new officer who shall serve for the remainder
of the unexpired term. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.070 Meetings — Place — Quorum — Voting.

A. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall meet the first and third
Monday of each month or on days specified by the board of trustees. Regular and special meetings
shall be called as required by MTC 2.70.010.

B. All meetings shall be held in the Mesilla Town Hall unless proper public notice to the contrary is
given.

C. A majority of the members of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall

constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

D. A motion shall carry upon the affirmative vote of the majority of the members of the planning,
zoning and historical appropriateness commission present at a meeting. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.080 Duties — Powers.

A. Duties. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall:

1. Prepare, review, hold hearings and recommend to the board of trustees changes,

amendments and updating as required to the master plan, comprehensive plan, zoning map,
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zoning ordinances, subdivision regulations, future land use plan, guidelines and criteria for

preservation and development, and historical districts; provided, however, that:

a. No maps, plans or regulations shall be effective until approved by the board of trustees;
and

b. The board of trustees may, after a proper public hearing and notice as required by law,
adopt maps, plans and regulations without any recommendation from the planning, zoning

and historical appropriateness commission;

2. Approve or disapprove applications for business registrations, building permits for non-
historically zoned applications, and sign permits;

3. Review and recommend approval/disapproval of applications for building permits within the
Historical zones and General Commercial zone, providing reasons for their recommendation to
the board of trustees and the applicant;

4. Review and recommend approval/disapproval of applications for special use permits, zone
changes, and subdivision applications, (after following proper procedure as defined in the
appropriate section of the comprehensive land use ordinance) providing reasons for the
recommendation to the board of trustees and the applicant; and

5. Enforce and carry out the provisions of law relating to planning, platting, zoning, and historical

appropriateness; and

6. Exercise such power, authority, jurisdiction and duty not inconsistent with this code and
incidental and necessary to carry out the purpose of Section 3-19-2 and Sections 3-21-1 through
3-21-26 NMSA 1978 which have not been reserved to the board of trustees.

B. Powers. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission will also:

1. Recommend preparation, changing or updating as required, the comprehensive plan for the
town of Mesilla;

2. Hold public hearings on special use permits, amendments, supplements, or repeals of the
zoning ordinances;

3. Recommend changes and amendments to the comprehensive land use ordinance for
adoption by the board of trustees;

4. Hold regularly scheduled meetings;
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5. Carry out duties as defined in the comprehensive land use ordinance for the town of Mesilla;
6. Make proposed changes or amendments to the future land use plan;

7. Carry out the duties and responsibilities assigned to the commission in this title. [Ord. 2009-05

§ 2]

18.06.090 Procedural rules — Records required.

The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall adopt regulations for the
transaction of business and keep a public record of its transactions, findings, resolutions,
determinations and attendance of its members at its meetings. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.100 Records — Commission determinations to be filed.

The commission shall keep a permanent record of its resolutions, transactions and determinations,
and may make such rules and regulations consistent with this title and prescribe such forms as
needed. The commission shall file with the town clerk-treasurer a notice of all determinations made by
it. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.110 Review of applications within Historical and General Commercial zones —
Considerations.

A. All applications for work in the Historical zones and Commercial zone (not subject to administrative
approval) shall be reviewed by the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission. The
commission shall determine whether the request involved will be appropriate for the purposes of this
title. If the request shall be determined to be inappropriate, the board shall determine whether, owing
to conditions especially affecting the building or structure involved, but not affecting the historical
district generally, such application may be approved without substantial detriment to the public welfare

and without substantial derogation of the intent and purposes of this title.

B. In reviewing an application, the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall
consider in addition to this chapter:

1. The historical and literary value and significance of the site, building, or structure;

2. The general design, arrangement, texture, material and color of the features, sign or billboard
involved,;

3. The relation of such factors to similar factors or sites, buildings and structures in the immediate
surroundings; and

4. The appropriateness of the size and shape of the building or structure in relation to:
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a. The land area upon which the building or structure is situated;

b. The landscaping and planting features proposed by the applicant; and

c. The neighboring sites, buildings or structures within the historical district.

5. The commission shall also consider the applicable zoning and other laws of the town.

C. In recommending approval of an application the commission may impose conditions which shall be
binding upon the property. Prior to approving an application subject to conditions, the commission may
notify the applicant of its proposed action to solicit his opinion. The concurring vote of three members
of the board shall be necessary to make a determination in favor of the applicant on any application.
[Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.120 Certificate of appropriateness — Conditions imposed — Permit for demolition or
removal.

A. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall review all applications in the
Historical zones or Commercial zone for historical appropriateness, following the standards and
processes outlined in Chapter 18.33 MTC (Historic Preservation). Upon the approval of an application
by the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission, a certificate of appropriateness or
permit for demolition or removal, as appropriate, shall be issued to the applicant. The certificate or
permit shall state the nature of the approval and the date given. Following the certificate of
appropriateness process, the case shall be reviewed for a building permit by the planning commission
for recommendation to the board of trustees. The board of trustees will be the final decision for
building permits in the Historical zones and Commercial zone.

B. In approving an application for historical appropriateness, the planning, zoning and historical
appropriateness commission may impose conditions which, if the certificate of appropriateness is
acted upon, shall be binding upon the applicant, the owner of the property and the owner’s successors
in title. Prior to approving an application for historical appropriateness subject to conditions, the
commission may notify the applicant of its proposed action and permit the applicant to express her/his
opinion thereon. The conditions will be part of the subsequent building permit process.

C. Demolition Permit. If the commission recommends approval of an application for a permit for
demolition, the commission shall forward its recommendation to the board of trustees. [Ord. 2009-05

§ 2]

18.06.130 Disapproval — Notice — Modification of application.
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A. Disapproval. In the case of disapproval of an application for a permit for demolition or removal, the
commission shall issue a notice of its determination, dated and signed by its chairman to the
applicant, detailing the reasons for its determination.

B. The commission may make recommendations to the applicant with respect to appropriateness of
design, arrangement, texture, material, color and similar factors before disapproving the application.
[Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.140 Appeal from historical review action.

A. Any person or persons, or any board, taxpayer, or the town government aggrieved by any decision
of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission may appeal the commission
decision. Appeals from a decision of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission
shall be made to the board of trustees by a written notice of appeal which shall be filed and dated in
the town clerk-treasurer’s office within 20 days of the date of the decision of the planning, zoning and
historical appropriateness commission. The town clerk-treasurer shall forthwith forward the notice of
appeal to the mayor.

B. The board of trustees shall act to either confirm commission action or to overcome such action in

conformance with the submitted appeal within 40 days after a notice of appeal is filed.
C. Action by the board of trustees shall be final and conclusive. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.150 Appeal from a planning and platting decision of the planning, zoning and historical
appropriateness commission — Grounds — Action in district court.

A. The board of trustees shall provide by resolution the procedure to be followed in considering
appeals from planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission action on planning and
platting matters.

B. Any person, in interest, dissatisfied with any planning and platting order or determination by the
planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission may appeal to the board of trustees. An
appeal shall be filed within 20 days of the decision of the planning commission and dated in the town
clerk-treasurer’s office. The town clerk-treasurer shall forthwith forward the appeal to the board of
trustees.

C. If the board of trustees determines that the order or determination or any part thereof of the
planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission is unlawful or unreasonable, the board of
trustees may make any appropriate change in any such order or determination. The board of trustees
shall act upon the appeal within 40 days after the notice of appeal was filed.
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D. An appeal from the decision of the board of trustees may be appealed to the district court as
provided by Section 3-19-8 NMSA 1978. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

18.06.160 Appeal from a zoning decision of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness
commission — Grounds — Stay of proceedings.
A. The board of trustees shall provide by resolution the procedure to be followed in considering

appeals from planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission action on zoning matters.

B. Any aggrieved person or any officer, department or board or bureau of the municipality affected by
a zoning decision of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission, or official or
committee thereof, in the exercise of its zoning duties and powers may appeal to the board of
trustees. An appeal shall be filed within 20 days of the decision of the planning commission and dated
in the town clerk-treasurer’s office. The town clerk-treasurer shall forthwith forward the appeal to the
board of trustees. An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed unless
the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission, or official or committee thereof, from
whom the appeal is taken, certifies that by reason of facts stated in the certificate, a stay would cause
imminent peril of life or property. Upon certification, the proceedings shall not be stayed except by
order of district court after notice to the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission,
or official or committee thereof, from whom the appeal is taken and on due cause shown.

C. If the board of trustees determines that the order or determination or any part thereof of the
planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission is unlawful or unreasonable, the board of
trustees may make any appropriate change in any such order or determination. The board of trustees
shall act upon the appeal within 40 days after the notice of appeal was filed.

D. When an appeal alleges that there is error in any order, requirement, decision or determination by
the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission, or an official or committee thereof, in
the exercise of its powers and duties, the board of trustees by a two-thirds vote of all of its members

may:

1. Authorize, in appropriate cases and subject to appropriate conditions and safeguards, special
exceptions to the terms of the zoning ordinance or resolution:

a. Which are not contrary to the public interest;

b. Where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the zoning ordinance will
result in unnecessary hardship; and

c. So that the spirit of the zoning ordinance is observed and substantial justice done; or
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2. In conformity with Sections 3-21-1 through 3-21-14 NMSA 1978:

a. Reverse any order, requirement, decision or determination of the planning, zoning and
historical appropriateness commission, or official or committee thereof;

b. Decide in favor of the appellant; or

c. Make any change in any order, requirement, decision, or determination of the planning, zoning and
historical appropriateness commission, or official or committee thereof. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2]

The Mesilla Town Code is current through Ordinance 2021-03, passed December 30, 2021.

Disclaimer: The town clerk’s office has the official version of the Mesilla Town Code. Users should contact the

town clerk’s office for ordinances passed subsequent to the ordinance cited above.

Town Website: http://www.mesillanm.gov/
Town Telephone: (575) 524-3262

Code Publishing Company
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Chapter 18.65
SIGNS*
Sections: _ TOPIC TO DISCUSS HIGHLIGHTED
18.65.010 Title. YELLOW

18.65.020 Purpose.

18.65.030 Authority for chapter.

18.65.040 Existing uses — Nonconforming signs.

18.65.050 Definitions.

18.65.060 Permits required.

18.65.070 Exceptions.

18.65.080 Application to erect a sign.

18.65.090 Permit issued if application is in order.

18.65.100 Permit fees.

18.65.110 Inspection.

18.65.120 Obstruction.

18.65.130 Temporary signs.

18.65.135 Sandwich board or A-frame signs.

18.65.140 Wall signs.

18.65.150 Projecting signs.

18.65.160 Freestanding signs.

18.65.165 Directory signs.

https://www.codepublishing.com/NM/Mesilla/#!/Mesilla18/Mesilla1865.html#18.65 113


edwards
Highlight


6/14/23, 2:00 PM
18.65.170

18.65.180
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18.65.200

18.65.210

18.65.220

18.65.230

18.65.240

18.65.250

18.65.260

18.65.270

18.65.280

18.65.290

Chapter 18.65 SIGNS*

Development identification signs.

lHlumination.

Lettering and coloring.

What may be advertised.

Maintenance.

Number of permitted signs.

Location.

Miscellaneous.

Unlawful signs.

Notice of unlawful signs and abatement.

Complaint.

Removal of unsafe or unlawful sign.

Injunctions.

*  Prior legislation: Ords. 89-08 and 92-05.

18.65.010 Title.

This chapter and all subsequent amendments hereto may be cited as the “sign standards and

regulations ordinance.” [Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-1]

18.65.020 Purpose.
This chapter is for the purpose of regulating the installation and use of signs within the town of Mesilla.
[Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-2]

18.65.030 Authority for chapter.
This chapter is adopted pursuant to the provisions of an Act of the State Legislature known as Chapter
3, Laws of Article 19 (being Sections 1 through 12 of the New Mexico State Statutes Annotated, 1978)
as amended. The provisions of this chapter are adopted in acceptance of and in accordance with said
Act. [Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-3]
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18.65.040 Existing uses — Nonconforming signs.
Nonconforming signs which have been approved by the Mesilla board of trustees or signs which are
not in conformity with these regulations but for which permits or variances were granted under

previous ordinances, may continue, until one of the following occurs:
A. The business is terminated.
B. The sign is changed, modified, or painted.

C. Five years after the ordinance codified in this chapter is in effect. [Ord. 2008-04 § 1; Ord. 94-08;
prior code § 11-3-4]

18.65.050 Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter, certain terms or words used herein shall be interpreted or defined as

follows:

A. General.

1. Words used in the present tense include the future tense. The singular includes the plural. The

word “person” includes a municipality, firm, association, organization, partnership, trust,
company, or corporation as well as an individual.

2. The word “lot” includes the word “plot” or “parcel.” The term “shall” is mandatory; the term
“‘may” is permissive. The word “town” shall mean the town of Mesilla. The words “board of
trustees” shall mean the town board of trustees of the town of Mesilla. The word “commission”
shall mean the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission of the town of

Mesilla.
B. Specific.

1. “Sign” shall mean and include every sign, billboard, ground sign, wall sign, roof sign,
illuminating sign, projecting sign, marquee, awning, canopy, and shall include any
announcement, declaration, demonstration, illustration or insignia used to advertise or promote
the interest of any person when the same is placed out of doors. Allowed signs in the town of
Mesilla shall be limited to wall signs, projecting signs, freestanding signs, development
identification signs, sandwich board signs and directory signs, as well as those signs that are
identified as “temporary signs” or exceptions as defined in MTC 18.65.070.
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a. “Freestanding sign” as regulated by these guidelines shall include any sign attached to or
supported from the ground and not attached to any building.

b. “Temporary sign” shall mean any banner or advertising display with or without frames
intended to be displayed for a period of less than 15 days. Maximum total sign space not to
exceed 15 square feet and no more than two permits per business per year may be issued.

c. “Sandwich board or A-frame sign” shall mean any sign of a nonpermanent nature which is
a type of advertisement composed of two boards (holding a message or graphic) and being
set up (for example next to a store advertising its goods) in a triangle shape, hinged along
the top.

d. “Projecting sign,” as regulated by these guidelines, shall include any sign, which is
attached to a building or other structure and extends beyond the line of said building or

structure.

e. “Wall sign,” as regulated by these guidelines, shall include all flat signs with projecting
letters attached to a wall, or signs with letters painted directly upon a wall, or painted sign
board attached to a wall.

f. “Development identification sign,” as regulated by these guidelines, shall include any sign
at the entrance/exit to a commercial development to identify the development name and
logo only, and not attached to any building.

g. “Directory sign” is a sign that identifies the names and locations of tenants in a multi-
tenant building or in a development made up of a group of buildings. A directory sign may
also be a sign that identifies the development or building which the group of
businesses/tenants occupy.

2. “Location” shall mean the lot or premises upon which the sign may be permitted.

3. “Display” shall mean to exhibit any item or items on the interior or exterior, for the purpose of
attracting people for business. [Ord. 2008-04 § 2; Ord. 2003-05 § 1; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-
3-5]

18.65.060 Permits required.

Other than the exceptions listed in MTC 18.65.070, temporary signs, and repair and maintenance of
existing conforming signs, it shall be unlawful for any person to place, erect, repair, alter, relocate, or
retain within the town of Mesilla any sign or‘ other advertising structure without first obtaining a review
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and recommendation by the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission and a permit
approved by the Mesilla board of trustees. [Ord. 2008-04 § 3; Ord. 2005-06 § 1; Ord. 94-08; prior code
§ 11-3-6]

18.65.070 Exceptions.

The provisions and regulations of these guidelines shall not apply to temporary signs and the following
signs; provided however, the number of exception signs does not exceed two for each business or use
(with the exception of subsection (G) of this section) and said signs do not deviate radically from
standards set forth herein:

A. Real estate signs not exceeding six square feet in area which advertise the sale, rental, or lease of
the premises upon which said signs are located.

B. One professional name plate not exceeding one square foot in area.

C. One bulletin board not over eight square feet in area for public, charitable, or religious institutions
when the same are located on the premises of said institutions.

D. Signs denoting the developer, architect, engineer, or contractor when placed on work under
construction and when not exceeding 12 square feet in area.

E. An occupational sign denoting only the name and profession of an occupant in a commercial
building, public institution, or dwelling, and not exceeding two square feet in area.

F. Memorial signs or tablets, names of buildings and date of erection when cut into any masonry
surface or when constructed of bronze or other incombustible materials.

G. Traffic or other municipal signs, legal notices, railroad crossing signs, danger, and such temporary,

emergency, or other nonadvertising signs as may be approved by the Mesilla board of trustees.

H. Agricultural signs may be permitted where crops are grown; provided, they do not exceed 15
square feet in area in RA and RF zones and six square feet in area for all other zones and only
advertise farm products for sale, the majority of which are grown on the premises.

I. Political signs supporting a candidate or candidates for public office; provided, that it is placed no
more than 30 days prior to the pertinent election and does not exceed four feet by eight feet in size.
Political signs shall be removed no later than seven days following an election.
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J. Occupants may place displays or descriptions of their merchandise or services behind the glass of
windows or doors. Any business on the plaza must not occupy more than one-third of the glass area
with displays or descriptions.

K. Parking, directional or OPEN/CLOSED signs which do not exceed two square feet in area.

L. Cottage industries signs; provided, that only one unlighted sign be placed, having a maximum area
of 10 square feet.

M. House signs that warn of safety hazards, “Private Drive,” “No Parking” or family name signs;

provided, that they are not larger than one square foot.
N. Signs of historical significance.

O. Temporary directional signs for nonprofit organizations guiding patrons to functions approved by
the board of trustees; provided, the sign does not exceed eight square feet. [Ord. 2008-04 § 4; Ord.
2005-06 § 2; Ord. 2003-05 § 2; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-7]

18.65.080 Application to erect a sign.
Application to erect a sign shall be made upon forms provided by the Mesilla Town Hall and shall
contain, or have attached thereto the following information:

A. Name, address, and telephone number of applicant.
B. Location of building, structure, or lot upon which the sign is attached or erected.
C. Position of the sign, in relation to other signs, lot lines or other building.

D. A complete dimensioned scale drawing with full description of size, material, texture and/or finish
lettering and graphics to be used.

E. Name of person, firm, corporation or association erecting structure.

F. Written consent from the owner of the building, structure, or land to which or on which the structure
is to be erected. [Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-8]

18.65.090 Permit issued if application is in order.

When the proposed sign is in compliance with all the requirements of these guidelines and all other
laws and ordinances of the town, the permit may be issued administratively by the duly authorized
representative for repair and maintenance of existing signs, temporary signs or sandwich board signs
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and may be issued following the recommendation of the planning, zoning and historical
appropriateness commission, and approval of the board of trustees for all other signs that are in
compliance with the requirements of these guidelines and all other laws and ordinances of the town. If
the work authorized under a sign permit has not been completed within six months after date of
issuance, the permit shall become null and void. The application must be acted upon by the board of
trustees within 75 days from the date of application. [Ord. 2008-04 § 5; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-
9]

18.65.100 Permit fees.

Every applicant after being granted a permit shall pay to the town of Mesilla a fee of $2.00 per square
foot for the permitted sign. The maximum fee for any sign shall be $50.00. No fee shall be assessed
for signs listed under exceptions or temporary signs. [Ord. 2008-04 § 6; Ord. 2005-06 § 3; Ord. 94-08;
prior code § 11-3-10]

18.65.110 Inspection.

The Mesilla board of trustees, or authorized designated representative, shall inspect as they deem
necessary each sign regulated by these guidelines for the purpose of ascertaining that the sign
conforms with the approved sign permit. [Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-11]

18.65.120 Obstruction.
No signs shall be erected, relocated or maintained so as to prevent free ingress or egress at any door,

window, or fire escape.

No sign or other advertising structure as regulated by these guidelines shall be erected in the 30-foot
clear sight triangle of any street or in such a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision; or at any
location where, by reason of the position, shape, or color, it may interfere with or obstruct the view of,
or be confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal or device; or which makes use of the words
“‘STOP,” “DANGER” or any other word, phrase, symbol, or character in such manner as to interfere
with, mislead or confuse traffic. Signs shall also conform to the sight distance of MTC 18.60.340, Wall,
fence or hedge. [Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-12]

18.65.130 Temporary signs.
A. A business may have a temporary sign for a period of 15 days. The temporary sign shall be no

larger than 15 square feet in area. Each business may have up to two temporary signs per year.

B. Temporary signs may be administratively approved by community development staff pursuant to
guidelines established by the board of trustees by adoption of a resolution. [Ord. 2008-04 § 7; Ord.
2005-06 § 4; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-13]
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18.65.135 Sandwich board or A-frame signs.
A. A sandwich board or A-frame type sign may be permitted for a business establishment. Such sign
shall be located on the premises where the business is located, and shall be nonpermanent in nature,
brought inside when the business closes for the day. This sign shall be no larger than six square feet

in area.

B. Sandwich board signs will be allowed for a three-month trial period upon approval of the ordinance
codified in this section by the board of trustees. They are only allowed in the Commercial (C) zone and
at the Town Hall. [Ord. 2008-04 § 8]

18.65.140 Wall signs.
A. Wall Sign Area.

1. Within the Historical Commercial (H-C) zone, the wall sign area, on any given house or
building, shall in no case exceed 10 percent of any wall area including apertures or 15 square
feet, whichever is less. Dimensions of painted signs or graphics with no frame shall be
determined by measuring the extent of the painted sign or graphic horizontally and vertically and

calculating the area.

2. Within the Commercial (C) zone, the wall sign area on any given house or building shall in no
case exceed 10 percent of any wall area including apertures or 25 square feet, whichever is less.
Dimensions of painted signs or graphics with no frame shall be determined by measuring the
extent of the painted sign or graphic horizontally and vertically and calculating the area.

B. No wall sign shall be permitted to be more than six inches thick. All wall signs shall be safely and
securely attached to the building wall. [Ord. 2008-04 § 9; Ord. 2003-05 § 3; Ord. 2000-02 § 1; Ord. 94-
08; prior code § 11-3-14]

18.65.150 Projecting signs.

A. No projecting sign may rise above the level of the first story of the building to which it is attached.
All projecting signs must be at least seven feet above sidewalk or ground level, and must be located
within the central one-third of the facade length so as not to obstruct neighboring signs.

B. Projecting signs shall be limited in area as follows:
1. A maximum of four feet projecting from the wall of the building;

2. A maximum of eight square feet of total sign space including frame. Both sides of a projecting

sign may be used for advertisement.
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C. The supporting structure of any projecting sign must be of adequate strength so as to have no need
for guy-wires or wire reinforcement. [Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-15]

18.65.160 Freestanding signs.

A. A freestanding sign (ground-based or post) may be permitted where a business establishment is set
back from a street alignment of building facades more than 10 feet. A business establishment thus set
back, in addition to the signs permitted upon the building itself, may maintain a freestanding sign of
not more than 15 square feet in area including the frame but not the supports, and such sign must
relate to the conduct of the business within. If a building has an unencumbered front setback of at
least 25 feet, a two-face freestanding sign with a maximum of 15 square feet of area on each face,
sign dimensions no greater than six feet in any dimension will be permitted; provided, it relates to the
business conducted on the premises.

B. The bottom of freestanding signs supported by posts, which are not within two feet of the ground
shall not be less than seven feet above the ground level.

C. For freestanding ground-based signs, the wall of a freestanding ground-based sign shall have a
maximum square footage of 15 square feet for the Historical Commercial (H-C) zone and 25 square
feet for the General Commercial (GC) zone. The height of a ground-based sign will be no more than
four feet high. The ground-based signs shall also be required to have building permits for the structure
complying with any building code requirements, clear sight triangle requirements or any other
applicable codes or regulations.

D. All freestanding signs with posts shall be securely constructed, and erected upon posts extending
at least three feet below the surface of the ground. All wood post parts below ground level shall be
treated to protect them from moisture by an approved method.

E. No freestanding sign or any part thereof shall be more than 15 feet above the level of the street
which the sign faces, or above the adjoining ground level, if such ground is higher than the street

level.

F. All parts of a freestanding sign shall be two feet inside the property line. [Ord. 2006-01 § 1; Ord.
2003-05 § 4; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-16]

18.65.165 Directory signs.

A. A directory sign may be permitted for a building or development where there is more than one
business or tenant. A directory sign may be a wall sign, projecting sign, or freestanding sign, provided
the sign complies with all requirements for the type of sign.

https://www.codepublishing.com/NM/Mesilla/#!/Mesilla18/Mesilla1865.html#18.65 9/13



6/14/23, 2:00 PM Chapter 18.65 SIGNS*
B. A directory sign shall be limited to 15 square feet in area for signs located in the Historical
Commercial (H-C zone) zone and 25 square feet in area for signs located in the Commercial (C) zone.

C. All directory signs shall be located on the premises where the businesses are located.
D. A directory sign may list all businesses or only the building or development name.

E. Each business may have one individual sign in addition to the identification on the directory sign, in
accordance with the sign regulations and all other laws and ordinances. [Ord. 2008-04 § 10]

18.65.170 Development identification signs.
A development identification sign may be permitted at the entrance/exit to a commercial development
to identify the development name and logo only.

A. The structure of a development identification sign shall be no larger than 48 square feet in size, and
have a height no higher than four feet.

B. The actual sign portion of the development identification sign shall not exceed 25 square feet for
the Commercial (C) zone, or 15 square feet for the Historic Commercial (H-C) zone. Area of the actual
sign shall be determined by measuring the extent of the painted sign or graphic horizontally and
vertically and calculating the area. [Ord. 2003-05 § 5; prior code § 11-3-17]

18.65.180 lllumination.
A. No signs that flash, blink, revolve, or are otherwise in motion, vary in intensity, or seem to be in
motion shall be permitted.

B. No sign shall have any illumination outside of the face of the letters, other than goose neck lighting;
there shall be no neon or similar lighting, exposed bulbs, or any moving parts or lights that give effect

of moving parts.

C. Goose neck lights with reflectors shall be permitted on projecting signs, freestanding signs and wall
signs, provided the illumination falls upon the sign so as to prevent glare upon the street or adjacent
property.

D. Nonblinking electric signs including neon signs may be placed inside windows and glass doors
provided their proportions are not in excess of the window area so allowed in MTC 18.65.070(J).
Interior electric signs must be approved by the board of trustees or their designated representative.
[Ord. 2003-05 § 6; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-18]
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18.65.190 Lettering and coloring.
All letters, figures, characters or representations in cut-out or irregular form maintained in conjunction
with, attached to or superimposed upon any sign shall be safely and securely built or attached to the

sign structure. Color of signs must be approved at the time of application for sign permit.

In Mesilla, signs shall not detract from the historic cultural attraction of the town; therefore, approval of
color and design are left to the board of trustees or their designated representatives. [Ord. 2003-05
§ 6; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-19]

18.65.200 What may be advertised.

Exterior signs shall advertise a bona fide business conducted in or on said premises, and the
advertising of products shall not exceed 25 percent of the area of such sign. [Ord. 2003-05 § 6; Ord.
94-08; prior code § 11-3-20]

18.65.210 Maintenance.

The plot where the sign is located is to be maintained by the owner thereof in a safe, clean, sanitary,
inoffensive condition, and free and clear of all obnoxious substances, rubbish, and weeds. [Ord. 2003-
05 § 6; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-21]

18.65.220 Number of permitted signs.
A. A total of two exterior signs may be allowed to each store or bona fide place of business.

B. When more than one business occupies a single building each business will be limited to one sign
plus a space on a directory sign at each entrance. [Ord. 2008-04 § 11; Ord. 2003-05 § 6; Ord. 94-08;
prior code § 11-3-22]

18.65.230 Location.
No off-premises signs will be permitted for commercial business. [Ord. 2003-05 § 6; Ord. 94-08; prior
code § 11-3-23]

18.65.240 Miscellaneous.
A. Parking Lots, Etc. Where the nature of a business does not involve a structure on which a sign may
be attached, such as parking lots, freestanding signs are allowed and the same regulations apply.

B. Exterior Commercial Display. The exterior display of items for sale is not permitted on town property
or where the condition endangers the health, welfare and safety of the general public. [Ord. 2003-05
§ 6; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-24]

18.65.250 Unlawful signs.
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It shall be unlawful to construct, erect and maintain a sign or other advertising structure in violation of
the provisions and guidelines of this chapter. [Ord. 2003-05 § 6; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-25]

18.65.260 Notice of unlawful signs and abatement.

The town may issue a notice directed to the owner of record of the property on which the unsafe or
unlawful sign occurs, or to the occupant or tenant of the property, or both. The notice shall describe
the violation and shall establish a reasonable time limit for abatement which shall not be less than two
days nor more than 10 days after serving the notice. The notice may be served either personally or by
registered mail at the owner’s or occupant’s last known address. The town shall be held harmless of
all unsafe or unlawful signs. The person who owns the sign shall assume all liability or risk of damage
to persons or property which may arise from an unsafe or unlawful sign and save the town of Mesilla,
its officers and agents harmless from any and all liability which may arise or be incurred from the
erection, construction, or operation of same. [Ord. 2003-05 § 6; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-26]

18.65.270 Complaint.

In the event the owner or occupant of the property where the unsafe or unlawful sign exists has failed,
within the prescribed time, to abate the nuisance, then the town shall file a complaint charging
violation of this with the municipal court. [Ord. 2003-05 § 6; Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-27]

18.65.280 Removal of unsafe or unlawful sign.

Upon the failure of the person to remove or correct the unsafe or unlawful sign, the town shall proceed
to correct or remove the sign and shall prepare a statement of costs incurred. Any and all costs shall
constitute a lien against property upon which the unsafe or unlawful sign existed, or against personal
property of the owner of the unsafe or unlawful sign, which lien shall be filed, proven and collected as
provided by law.

Alternatively, the town attorney may bring a civil action by verified complaint in the name of the town,
by any public officer, in the municipal court against any person who shall create or maintain an unsafe

or unlawful sign.

When judgment is against the defendant in an action to remove an unsafe or unlawful sign, he shall
be adjudged to pay all court cost and a reasonable fee for the town attorney. [Ord. 2003-05 § 6; Ord.
94-08; prior code § 11-3-28]

18.65.290 Injunctions.
The board of trustees or their representatives, when a violation exists as set forth in this chapter, may
request an action in the name of the municipality to perpetually enjoin all persons from maintaining or
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permitting the unsafe or unlawful use and to abate the same. [Ord. 2003-05 § 6; Ord. 94-08; prior
code § 11-3-29]

The Mesilla Town Code is current through Ordinance 2021-03, passed December 30, 2021.

Disclaimer: The town clerk’s office has the official version of the Mesilla Town Code. Users should contact the

town clerk’s office for ordinances passed subsequent to the ordinance cited above.

Town Website: http://www.mesillanm.gov/
Town Telephone: (575) 524-3262

Code Publishing_ Company
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