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THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA WILL HOLD A WORK 
SESSION ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2019 AT 5:00 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM OF 
THE MESILLA TOWN HALL, 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA. 
 

1. Discussion: Revisions to the Town of Mesilla Personnel Rules and Regulations Handbook. – 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer. 
 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA WILL HOLD A REGULAR 
MEETING ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2019 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM OF 
THE MESILLA TOWN HALL, 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA. 
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL 

4. PROCLAMATIONS: 

A. A Proclamation by the Board of Trustees declaring October 2, 2019 as “International 
Walk to School Day” in Mesilla. – Ashleigh Curry and students. 

B. A proclamation by the Board of Trustees declaring October 6th – October 12th, 2019 as 
Fire Prevention Week in the Town of Mesilla. – Kevin Hoban, Fire Chief. 

 

5. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes. 
 

6. *APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA – (The Board will be asked to approve by one motion the 
following items of recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is marked with an asterisk *): 

A. *BOT Minutes – Minutes of a Regular Meeting on September 9, 2019. 

B. *PZHAC Case 060953 - 1701 Calle de Mercado, submitted by Gary Coppedge; a request 
for a zoning permit to reconstruct a collapsed latia porch at 1701 Calle de Mercado. Zoned: 
General Commercial (C). 

C. *PZHAC Case 060956 – 2557 Calle de Parian, submitted by Andrea Bryan; a request for a 
zoning permit to install a fake lintel beam over a window and restucco the dwelling at this 
address in a different color. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR). 

D. *PZHAC Case 060957 – 2782 Calle de San Albino, submitted by John Wright; a request 
for a zoning permit to remodel and build an addition to a dwelling at. Zoned: Historical 
Residential (HR). 

E. *PZHAC Case 060958 – 2805 Boldt Street, submitted by Stephen W. Stile; a request for a 
zoning permit to repaint a dwelling at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR). 

F. *PZHAC Case 060959 – 1900 Calle Pecana, submitted by Ray Carl for Logos 
Development Inc., a request for a zoning permit to construct a new dwelling at this address. 
Zoned: Historical Residential (HR). 
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7. NEW BUSINESS:

1. Update: on Public Works Projects in progress. – Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director.

2. Update: on 2019 Deiz y Seis De Septiembre Fiesta budget. – Dorothy Sellers, Special 
Events Coordinator.

8. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS

9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS

10. ADJOURNMENT

NOTICE: 
If you need an accommodation for a disability to enable you to fully participate in the hearing or 
meeting, please contact us at 524-3262 at least one week prior to the meeting. The Mayor and Trustees 
request that all cell phones be turned off or set to vibrate. Members of the audience are requested to step 
outside the Board Room to respond to or to conduct a phone conversation. A copy of the agenda packet 
can be found online at www.mesillanm.gov.  

Posted 9/20/19 at the following locations: Town Clerk’s Office 2231 Avenida de Mesilla, Public Safety 
Building 2670 Calle de Parian, Mesilla Community Center 2251 Calle de Santiago, Shorty’s Food Mart 
2290 Avenida de Mesilla, Ristramnn Chile Co., 2531 Avenida de Mesilla and the U.S. Post Office 2253 
Calle de Parian. 
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Official International Walk to School Day Proclamation 
 

October 2nd, 2019 
Contact: Ashleigh Curry, Safe Routes to School Coordinator 575-202-1317 

 
Whereas, the lives of hundreds of children could be saved each year if 
communities take steps to make pedestrian safety a priority. 
 
Whereas, a lack of physical activity plays a leading role in rising rates of obesity, 
diabetes and other health problems among children and being able to walk or 
bicycle to school offers an opportunity to build activity into daily routine. 
 
Whereas, driving students to school by private vehicle contributes to traffic 
congestion and air pollution.  
 
Whereas, an important role for parents and caregivers is to teach children about 
pedestrian safety and become aware of the difficulties and dangers that children 
face on their trip to school each day and the health and environmental risks 
related to physical inactivity and air pollution.  
 
Whereas, community leaders and parents can determine the "walkability" of their 
community by using a walkability checklist. 
 
Whereas, community members and leaders should make a plan to make 
immediate changes to enable children to safely walk and bicycle in our 
communities and develop a list of suggestions for improvements that can be 
done over time. 
 
Whereas, children, parents and community leaders around the world are joining 
together to walk to school and evaluate walking and bicycling conditions in their 
communities. 
 
Now Therefore, Be It Resolved that I, Nora L. Barraza, proclaim the 2nd of 
October as "International Walk to School Day" in Mesilla, New Mexico and 
encourage everyone to consider the safety and health of children today and 
every day. 
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TOWN OF MESILLA PROCLAMATION 
DECLARING OCTOBER 6 – 12TH FIRE PREVENTION WEEK 

IN THE TOWN OF MESILLA 

WHEREAS, the Town of Mesilla, New Mexico, is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all 
those living in and visiting Mesilla; and 

WHEREAS, fire is a serious public safety concern both locally and nationally, and homes are the 
locations where people are at greatest risk from fire; and 

WHEREAS, home fires killed 2,630 people in the United States in 2017, according to the National Fire 
Protection Association® (NFPA®), and fire departments in the United States responded to 357,000 home 
fires; and 

WHEREAS, the majority of US fire deaths (4 out of 5) occur at home each year; and 

WHEREAS, the fire death rate per 1000 home fires reported to US fire departments was 4 percent 
higher in 2017 than in 1980; and 

WHEREAS, when the smoke alarm sounds Mesilla’s residents may have less than two minutes to 
escape to safety; and 

WHEREAS, Mesilla’s residents who have planned and practiced a home fire escape plan are more 
prepared and will therefore be more likely to survive a fire; and 

WHEREAS, Mesilla’s residents should make a home escape plan, drawing a map of each level of the 
home, showing all doors and windows; and  

WHEREAS, Mesilla’s residents should practice the home fire escape plan with everyone in the 
household, including visitors; and 

WHEREAS, Mesilla’s residents should practice the home fire escape drill at least twice a year, during 
the day and at night; and 

WHEREAS, Mesilla’s residents should teach children to escape on their own in case adults can’t help 
them; and  

4



WHEREAS, Mesilla’s residents should make sure everyone in the home knows how to call 9-1-1 or the 
local emergency number from a cell phone or a neighbor’s phone; and 

WHEREAS, Mesilla’s residents should practice using different ways out; and 

WHEREAS, Mesilla’s residents in a real emergency should get low and go under the smoke to get out 
quickly; and 

WHEREAS, Mesilla’s residents should get out and stay out, never going back inside the home for 
people, pets, or things; and 

WHEREAS, Mesilla’s residents are responsive to public education measures and are able to take action 
to increase their safety from fire, especially in their homes; and 

WHEREAS, the 2019 Fire Prevention WeekTM theme, “Not Every Hero Wears a Cape. Plan and 
Practice Your Escape!™” effectively serves to remind us that we need to take personal steps to increase 
our safety from fire. 

THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT: I,  Nora L. Barraza, Mayor of the Town of Mesilla, do 
hereby proclaim October 6th through 12th, 2019, as Fire Prevention Week throughout this town, and I 
urge all the people of Mesilla to be aware of their surroundings, look for available ways out in the event 
of a fire or other emergency, respond when the smoke alarm sounds by exiting the building immediately, 
and to support the many public safety activities and efforts of Mesilla’s fire and emergency services 
during Fire Prevention Week 2019. 

 

_________________________________ 

Nora L. Barraza 
Mayor 

Town of Mesilla 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 6 
TOWN OF MESILLA 7 

WORK SESSION 8 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 9 

5:00 P.M. 10 
 11 
TRUSTEES:  Nora L. Barraza, Mayor 12 
   Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Mayor Pro Tem 13 
   Carlos Arzabal, Trustee  (arrived at 6:40 p.m.) 14 
   Jesus Caro, Trustee (ABSENT) 15 
   Veronica Garcia, Trustee 16 
 17 
STAFF:  Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 18 
   Gloria Maya, Recorder 19 
 20 
PUBLIC: 21 
 22 

1. Discussion: Revisions to the Town of Mesilla Personnel Rules and Regulations Handbook. – 23 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer. 24 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez reviewed the comments and recommendations she received from Mayor Pro 25 
Tem Johnson-Burick. 26 

 27 

Mayor Barraza stated the Board of Trustees has had time to review and make recommendation.   28 

 29 

Recommendations: 30 

- Definition and terminology clarifications 31 

- Classified employee is a regular employee 32 

- Non-classified employee is an exempt employee 33 

- Using “employee” to reference all employees 34 

- Probationary employee  35 

- Change applicant/appointment to New Hire 36 

- Delete candidate and use applicant 37 

- Emergency and Temporary hires  38 

- Chart of employment/positions categories 39 

-  Probationary period needs to be consistent; 12 months 40 

- Probation employees will be allowed to use Annual Leave after 6 months 41 

- Unpaid leave 42 

DRAFT
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- Disciplinary Action 1 

- Correction Action (Article 9) 2 

- Sick Leave Bank  3 

- FMLA  4 

- Military Leave 5 

- Domestic Partner 6 

 7 
Mayor Barraza stated we will look at all the definitions used for employee throughout the manual.  Cody 8 
has reviewed the policy with special attention on the grievance and appeal process.  She asked the board 9 
if they agreed with the current Correction and Disciplinary Actions.   10 

 11 

Trustee Arzabal asked if employees can take Leave Without Pay (LWOP) when they do not have leave.  12 
He asked if the court has a policy.   13 

 14 

Mayor Barraza responded yes; they can take LWOP.    15 

 16 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez referred to page 6 which states the Municipal Court has their own policy; we do 17 
not have a copy.   18 

 19 

Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated she is willing to sit down with Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez if needed.   20 

 21 

Closed at 6:00 p.m. 22 

 23 

 24 

  25 

DRAFT
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 1 
TOWN OF MESILLA 2 

REGULAR MEETING 3 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 4 

6:00 P.M. 5 
6 
7 

TRUSTEES: Nora L. Barraza, Mayor 8 
Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Mayor Pro Tem 9 
Carlos Arzabal, Trustee   10 
Jesus Caro, Trustee (ABSENT) 11 
Veronica Garcia, Trustee 12 

13 
STAFF: Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 14 

Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director 15 
Enrique Salas, Lieutenant  16 
Gloria Maya, Recorder 17 

18 
PUBLIC: 19 

20 
21 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE22 

Mayor Barraza led the Pledge of Allegiance. 23 

24 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM25 
Roll Call. 26 
Present: Mayor Barraza, Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick, Trustee Arzabal, Trustee Garcia. 27 

28 

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL29 
Motion: To approve agenda, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Garcia. 30 

31 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 32 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 33 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 34 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 35 

36 

4. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes.37 

Ms. Krueger asked if the Outdoor Lighting Ordinance, 18.5.08, will be referenced and will the Planning 38 
and Zoning be involved to ensure the appropriate lighting is approved.   39 

40 

5. *APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA – (The Board will be asked to approve by one motion the41 
following items of recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is marked with an asterisk *):42 

Trustee Arzabal requested placing New Business items 3 & 4 on the consent agenda.  43 

DRAFT
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 1 
Mayor Barraza stated on the agreements, she would like her name added as grantee; leave Ms. Stoehner-2 
Hernandez as fiscal agent.  For accounting purposes there would be two (2) different signatures.   3 
 4 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick asked regarding item 3, what equipment will be purchased. 5 
 6 
Mayor Barraza responded Lieutenant Salas is putting together a list which will include tasers, bullet proof 7 
vest.   8 
 9 
Trustee Garcia requested a list of the equipment that will be included.   10 
 11 
Motion: To approve consent agenda as amended Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Mayor Pro 12 
Tem Johnson-Burick.   13 
 14 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 15 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 16 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 17 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 18 

 19 

A. *BOT Minutes – Minutes of a Regular Meeting on August 26, 2019.   Approved by 20 
consent agenda 21 

B. *PZHAC Case 060951 – 1770 Tierra de Mesilla, submitted by Los Migueles de Mesilla; a 22 
request for a zoning permit to allow the installation of a small stand-by generator at the 23 
northeast corner of an existing doctor’s office. Zoned: General Commercial (C).   Approved 24 
by consent agenda 25 

C. *PZHAC Case 060952 – 2755 Boldt Street, submitted by Daniel J. Jones; a request for a 26 
zoning permit to allow a 12-foot by 40-foot addition containing a garage and studio to a 27 
dwelling at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR).   Approved by consent agenda 28 

 29 
6. NEW BUSINESS: 30 

1. Resolution 2019-19: A resolution adopting an infrastructure capital improvements plan 31 
(ICIP) for the Mesilla Community Center (Senior Programs) 2021-2025 – Rod McGillivray, 32 
Public Works Director. 33 

Mr. McGillivray reviewed the ICIP for the Mesilla Community Center (Senior Programs).  This comes 34 
from a separate funding source; we qualify because of our Senior Program.   The town should look into 35 
this funding every year to improve our facilities.   36 

 37 

Mayor Barraza stated the equipment would remain in the Community Center if the Senior Programs 38 
relocates.   39 

 40 

Motion: To approve Resolution 2019-19:  A resolution adopting an infrastructure capital improvements 41 
plan (ICIP) for the Mesilla Community Center (Senior Programs) 2021-2025, Moved by Trustee 42 
Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Garcia. 43 
 44 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 45 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 46 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 47 

DRAFT
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Trustee Garcia   Yes 1 
 2 

2. Resolution 2019-20:  A resolution authorizing the participation in the local government 3 
transportation fund hardship waiver program administered by the New Mexico Department 4 
of Transportation for the Calle del Norte Multi-Use Path Phase II in the amount of 5 
$844,000.  – Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director. 6 

Mr. McGillivray stated this path is now called Calle del Norte Multi-Use Path; connects at La Llorona 7 
extension.  The first section had a different name; it was changed to match the legislative bill.  This is a 8 
separate project, LGTPF.  We received about $1 million dollars with a 5% match; he is submitting 9 
paperwork for a match waiver.   10 

 11 

Motion: To approve Resolution 2019-20: A resolution authorizing the participation in the local 12 
government transportation fund hardship waiver program administered by the New Mexico Department 13 
of Transportation for the Calle de Norte Multi-Use Path Phase II in the amount of $844,000., Moved by 14 
Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Garcia. 15 
 16 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 17 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 18 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 19 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 20 
 21 

3. For approval: MES2019-08 - an agreement with the Department of Finance and 22 
Administration for $50,000 to purchase equipment for the marshal’s department in Mesilla 23 
– adding Mayor Barraza as signer-Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer.  24 
Approved by consent agenda 25 
 26 

4. For approval: MES2019-09 - an agreement with the Department of Finance and 27 
Administration for $142,000 to purchase, equip and install lighting improvements in the 28 
historic plaza in Mesilla – adding Mayor Barraza as signer – Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, 29 
Clerk/Treasurer.  Approved by consent agenda  30 

 31 

7. *STAFF REPORTS: 32 
Community Development 33 
Community Programs 34 
Finance Department 35 
Fire Department 36 
Marshal’s Department 37 
Public Works Department 38 

8. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS 39 

Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated MPO Meeting 1:00 p.m. Wednesday, September 11th at the City 40 
Council Chambers.   41 

Trustee Garcia attended the New Mexico Municipal League (NMML) Conference and graduation 42 
ceremonies.   43 

Trustee Arzabal stated there is a CEO Meeting in Columbus, New Mexico tentatively on September 20th; 44 
may be moved to October.  He will not be attending due to Parent-Teacher Conferences.  45 

DRAFT
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 1 

Mayor Barraza stated attended the NMML Conference August 28th thru 30th.   She is hoping to be 2 
implementing suggestions and ideas in terms of accountability.  She attended the Military Civilian 3 
Luncheon on August 28th.  We had a meeting with the LCPS regarding the project on University Avenue 4 
and at Rio Grande Prep.  The traffic is bad and has spoken to Department of Transportation (DOT).  The 5 
LCPS have not contacted DOT to do a study with what they are proposing.  DOT will hold a Public 6 
Meeting at 5:30 p.m. at the Community Center regarding the University Project.  The September 16th 7 
Fiesta is this weekend.  Ms. Sellers is asking who will be riding in the parade.  Ms. Sellers has worked so 8 
hard getting the fiesta going.  We will be attending the NMML Zoning Conference in Silver City 9 
beginning on Wednesday, September 18th.  Mariachi Sunday begins on Sunday, September 22nd through 10 
October 27th.   11 

 12 

9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS  13 

Trustee Arzabal stated he believes the Marijuana Bill will pass which will bring in millions of dollars.  14 
The Governor has created a task force.  The town needs to be proactive.  The board can decide where we 15 
want the money that will be generated. There is a former law enforcement officer that can give a 16 
presentation.   17 

Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick congratulated Trustee Garcia on her MOLI Certification.   18 

Trustee Garcia thanked Mr. Gillivray for his hard work on Calle de Norte and the trustees for their 19 
support.    20 

Mayor Barraza asked Lieutenant Salas to look at other municipalities and how they are handling the 21 
cannabis.  Mr. McGillivray is working diligently on the projects and there are more projects coming forth.  22 
We need to call DFA to see where we are on the Multi-Use Trail agreement so we can put it on the 23 
agenda.  Some of these agreements have gotten misplaced.  Last Friday we went to Albuquerque to pick 24 
up to vehicles for the Marshal’s Department.  Lieutenant Salas is working on getting them in operation.  25 
The Fire Department graduated 11 cadets.  We will have a worksession at the next Board of Trustee’s 26 
meeting regarding the Personnel Handbook.    27 

10. ADJOURNMENT 28 
 
The Town of Mesilla Trustees unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting.  (Summary:  Yes-4) 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED AT  6:30 P.M. 
 
APPROVED THIS 23rd DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2019. 

 
 
 
                ___________________________________________ 
     Nora L. Barraza 
     Mayor 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

DRAFT
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___________________________________ 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 
Town Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 

DRAFT
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BOT ACTION FORM 

ZONING PERMIT 060953 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 9/17/19] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 

(Decision to be based on information provided during the Work Session – Item 2) 
 
Case 060953 - 1701 Calle de Mercado, submitted by Gary Coppedge; a request for a zoning permit to reconstruct a 
collapsed latia porch at 1701 Calle de Mercado. Zoned: General Commercial (C) 
 
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the 
information provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed replacement is acceptable to the Town as proposed, or if an alternate solution is 
arrived at, then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will be satisfied. The PZHAC 
should continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed replacement is not be acceptable to the Town, and no other 
solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the applicant can return with a 
proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request based on the request not 
meeting any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $5,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed replacement will be consistent with the requirements of the General 
Commercial (C) zoning district. Additionally, the PZHAC will need to determine that the request meets all other 
development and application requirements of the Code.  
  
The PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of the 
Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of replacing a collapsed latia porch over the front entrances of a set of commercial 

shops at this address. 
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed latia porch meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC OPTIONS: 

1. Recommend approval of the requested zoning permit to the BOT.   
2. Recommend approval of the requested zoning permit to the BOT with conditions.  
3    Reject the permit. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed replacement porches would not be out of character with the nature 
of other structures in the area and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION:   
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PZHAC WORK SESSION 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 

ITEM 2 
 

Submitted by Gary Coppedge; a request to discuss plans to reconstruct a collapsed latilla porch at 1701 Calle de Mercado. 
(Case 060953) Zoned: General Commercial (C)    
  
A portion of the applicant’s building at this address has a covered viga and latilla porch over several entrances to 
commercial operations in the building. This porch was the subject of a permit (Case 060564) issued by PZHAC on May 5, 
2017. At that time several of the vigas and latillas had become weathered to the point of collapse (see attached photos 
taken at the time). The applicant had planned to replace the viga and lattilla porch with a more substantial type of porch 
that has been used over the entrance to another commercial operation in the same building (see attached diagram). The 
proposed porch would be more durable and would withstand the sun and weather better that the existing porch. The 
permit was approved at the time, but the porch was never replaced. 
 
The porch has now collapsed (see attached photos) and the applicant would like to replace the collapsed portion with the 
same structure that was proposed in 2017 (see attached diagram from the 2017 permit).  The structure will consist of a 
post and beam structure that will support an R-panel corrugated metal roof (see attached documentation). The proposed 
porch is similar to one that has been previously approved for another commercial operation in the same building and is 
compatible with the Code for the General Commercial (C) zone. The construction will meet all applicable sections of the 
building and zoning codes pertaining to the zoning of property. (A building permit form CID will be required.) 
 
Estimated Cost: @ 5,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed structure will be compatible with the surrounding properties, 
especially the development zone for the property, and that the proposed porch will not change the style of the building or 
have a negative effect on neighboring properties. 
 
The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed construction, and to 
answer any questions that may arise. 

 
 PHOTO OF COLLAPSED PORCH 
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PHOTOS OF LATILLA PORCH FROM MAY 2017 SHOWING DAMAGED VIGAS 
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PHOTOS OF LATTILLA (MAY 2107) PORCH SHOWING DAMAGE  
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PHOTO OF PORCH ON SAME BUILDING SIMILAR TO REPLACEMENT PORCH 
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BOT ACTION FORM 

BUILDING PERMITS 060955 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 9/17/19] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 

Items: 
Case 060956 – 2557 Calle de Parian, submitted by Andrea Bryan; a request for a zoning permit to install a fake lintel beam 
over a window and restucco the dwelling at this address in a different color. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR)  
 
Staff Analysis: 
This is in Addition to proposed work that was discussed and approved at their August 6, 2018 Work Session and Regular 
Meeting (Case 060769). At that meeting the applicant was allowed to replace a window on the west part of the front of 
the dwelling with an exterior door and portico, and surround part of the western portion of the front yard with a 
four to six foot high stuccoed wall that matches the exterior of the structure (see attached diagrams and pictures).  

The window to be replaced would be replaced with a 36-inch wide door having a window with 6 lites and a small 
portico over the door to shield it from the weather. The portico will have a red corrugated metal roof and a small 
concrete pad at the base of the door. The stuccoed wall will surround the portion of the front yard in front of the 
door, creating a small private yard with an entrance through the wall at the front (see attached diagrams). The 
roof of the portico and the wall would both be finished to match the exterior finish and style of the dwelling. 

The reason for the new permit is to allow the applicant to place a false lintel beam over the window (see 
attached), and to restucco the entire dwelling in a different color than the existing color. The new color will 
be El Rey Adobe which is a color that is an approved color by the Town of Mesilla. The applicant feels that 
the change in color, as well as the false lintel, will bring the appearance of the dwelling more into character 
with the surrounding dwellings. 

The structure is in the Historic Register and appears to have been built around 1930 in an architectural style that 
contributes to the flavor of Mesilla (see attached). The applicant intends to maintain this character of the structure.   

The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed casita, when finished, will be consistent with the following 
sections of the Code: 

18.06.110 Review of applications within Historical and General Commercial zones – Considerations. 
A. All applications for work in the Historical zones and Commercial zone (not subject to administrative 

approval) shall be reviewed by the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission. The 
commission shall determine whether the request involved will be appropriate for the purposes of this title. 
If the request shall be determined to be inappropriate, the board shall determine whether, owing to 
conditions especially affecting the building or structure involved, but not affecting the historical district 
generally, such application may be approved without substantial detriment to the public welfare and 
without substantial derogation of the intent and purposes of this title. 

 
B. In reviewing an application, the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall consider 

in addition to this chapter: 
1. The historical and literary value and significance of the site, building, or structure; 
2. The general design, arrangement, texture, material and color of the features, sign or billboard involved; 
3. The relation of such factors to similar factors or sites, buildings and structures in the immediate 
surroundings;  

4. The appropriateness of the size and shape of the building or structure in relation to: 
a. The land area upon which the building or structure is situated; 
b. The landscaping and planting features proposed by the applicant; and 
c. The neighboring sites, buildings or structures within the historical district. 

5. The commission shall also consider the applicable zoning and other laws of the town. 
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Estimated Cost: @ $2,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed alterations, when finished, will be consistent with the development 
of land in the HR zoning district.  Additionally, the request appears to meet all other development and application 
requirements of the Code.  
  
The PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of the 
Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of installing a false lintel beam over an existing window and resuccoing a dwelling at 

this address.   
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed alterations meet all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC OPTIONS: 

1. Recommend approval of the building permit to the BOT.   
2. Recommend approval of the building to the BOT with conditions.  
3. Reject the permit. 
4.  

PZHAC ACTION: 
The PZHAC determined that the proposed changes to the dwelling would not be out of character with the nature 
of the other dwellings nearby and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION:   

PHOTO OF DWELLING FROM CALLE DE PARIAN SHOWING SUBJECT WINDOWS
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BOT ACTION FORM 

ZONING PERMIT 060957 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 9/17/19] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 

(Decision to be based on information provided during the Work Session – Item 3) 
 
Case 060957 – 2782 Calle de San Albino, submitted by John Wright; a request for a zoning permit to remodel and build 
an addition to a dwelling at. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR)  
 
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the 
information provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed addition is acceptable to the Town as proposed, or if an alternate solution is arrived at, 
then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will be satisfied. The PZHAC should 
continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed addition is not be acceptable to the Town, and no other solution 
can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the applicant can return with a proposal 
that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request based on the request not meeting 
any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $67,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed addition be consistent with the requirements of the HR zoning 
district. Additionally, the PZHAC will need to determine that the request meets all other development and application 
requirements of the Code.  
  
The PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of the 
Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of constructing an addition to dwelling on a residential property at this address.  
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed addition meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC OPTIONS: 

1. Recommend approval of the requested zoning permit to the BOT.   
2. Recommend approval of the requested zoning permit to the BOT with conditions.   
3. Reject the permit. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the addition to the existing dwelling would not negatively change the character of 
the existing structure, and would not be out of character with the of the other dwellings nearby, and voted 3 – 0 
to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION:   

31



PZHAC WORK SESSION 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 

ITEM 3 
 

Submitted by John Wright; a request to discuss plans to remodel and build an addition to a dwelling at 2782 Calle de San 
Albino. (Case 060957) Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 
 
Mr Wright would like to discuss his plans to remodel and add additions to the dwelling at this address. He has been before 
the PZHAC in 2016 (Case 060455) for permission to construct alterations to a dwelling and a build a garage at this 
address.  Issues that resulted from the work approved at that time included the height of the resulting structure not being 
compatible with other structures in the area, and drainage onto the neighboring property to the north. To address the 
height issue, the applicant lowered the finished height of the garage by about 1.5 feet during construction of the garage. 
To address the drainage issue, the applicant came before the PZHAC in October of 2018 for a permit (Case 06774) to 
build an adobe wall along the north property line to hold back and redirect run-off from the property. In October of 2018 
the PZHAC decided to postpone a decision on a permit request to allow further renovations and additions to the dwelling 
(Case 060779) in order to allow the applicant to complete the adobe wall to address the drainage issue. Now that the 
adobe wall is complete,  the applicant would like to continue with the renovations and addition to the dwelling that had 
originally been proposed.  

The purpose of this permit request is to allow further alterations and additions to the existing structure. Mr. Wright is 
aware that he will need to ensure that any changes to the structure, along with any new construction on the property, will 
need to match and maintain the architectural style and character of the existing structure as set forth in the Historic 
Preservation section of the Code. He is also aware that the overall height of the structure with respect to other structures in 
the development zone will be a concern.  

The property is a 0.36 acre residential parcel that is bordered by Calle de San Albino, Calle de Santa ana, and Calle de 
Guadalupe. The property currently contains a single family dwelling and a large garage and workshop. The single family 
dwelling has a yard that is currently surrounded by an 8 foot high wall that connect with the walls of the dwelling. The 
applicant would like to enclose part of the open area with the existing walls of the structure (see site plan) to form an 
addition to the existing dwelling. The proposed addition will use part of this wall as an exterior wall for the addition and 
the wall will be increased in heigh to about 14.5 feet (see attached plans). Several windows will be added to the existing 
walls. Since the addition will be entirely within the existing walls of the structure and there will be no increase to the 
footprint of the walled structure other that connecting the exterior walll with the garage that had been added to the 
structure. 
 
Attached is the worksheet and description for the property from the Historic Register for the Town showing that the 
original dwelling contributes to the architectural character of the surrounding area. The Registry indicates that the 
dwelling was a small structure that was built about 1915. There have been substantial additions and changes to the 
structure since that time. Records of previous work that was done on the property are for repairs to a soffit and a 
repainting in 2006, as well as the addition of the garage in 2016. There are no records of other work or additions in the 
file. 
 
The County Assessor’s office indicates the dwelling was built in 1940, and lists the style of the house as “conventional”.   
The worksheet for the Historical Register for Mesilla states that the house was built in 1915, has a flat roof and parapet, 
and lists the architectural style as “adobe vernacular”.  When compared to the Yguado Plan, the house appears to have a 
“Territorial” style. 
 
In addtion to plans for the renovations and addition, photos that show the existing structure as well as structures on 
surrounding properties are also attached.   
 
Estimated Cost: @ 67,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed alterations and additions will be compatible with the surrounding 
properties, especially the development zone for the property, and that the proposed alterations will not change the style of 
the dwelling or have a negative effect on neighboring properties. 
 
The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed construction, and to 
answer any questions that may arise. 32
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PHOTOS OF DWELLING 
FROM WEST SHOWING NEIGHBORING DWELLING TO THE NORTH 

 

FROM INTERSECTION OF CALLE DE SANTA ANA AND CALLE DE GUADALUPE 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLING LOOKING NORTH FROM CALLE DE SANTA ANA 
SHOWING PART OF WALL TO BE AFFECTED BY ADDITION 

 
 

FROM INTERSECTION OF CALLE DE SAN ALBINO AND CALLE DE SANTA ANA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLING 
LOOKING SOUTHWEST FROM CALLE DE SAN ALBINO 

 
 

LOOKING SOUTHWEST FROM CALLE DE SAN ALBINO AND CALLE DE CURA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLINGS IN THE SURROUNDING AREA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLINGS IN THE SURROUNDING AREA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLINGS IN THE SURROUNDING AREA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLINGS IN THE SURROUNDING AREA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLINGS IN THE A SURROUNDING REA 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
ZONING PERMIT 060958 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 9/17/2019] 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

Item: 
Case 060958 – 2805 Boldt Street, submitted by Stephen W. Stile; a request for a zoning permit to repaint a dwelling at this 
address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 
 
Staff Analysis: 
The subject property is in the Mesilla Farms Subdivision, which is zoned Historical Residential (HR) but is not in the 
Historical Register. The subdivision has a Home Owner’s Association that has strict architectural and color requirements 
for its members. The applicant submitted a Zoning Permit to the Town but proceeded to repaint the dwelling prior to 
receiving permission from the Town. The new color is lighter than the original color of the dwelling but is a color that is 
approve by both the HOA and the Town.  The applicant has been charged twice the permit fee normally charged, as per 
Section 15.50.040 of the Mesilla Town Code.  
 
Other than the color, there will be no changes to the dwelling itself. The color will be the same as or similar to other 
dwellings in the subdivision.   
 
Estimated Cost: @ $4,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code: 
A photo of the dwelling is attached. According to the applicant, the color chosen will be compatible with the surrounding 
properties. Since the dwelling is in a Historic zoning district, the following section of the Code applies: 

18.33.080 Historical appropriateness permit. 
A. Identification. A permit for a certificate of historical appropriateness shall be required before any of the following 
actions or work is undertaken: new construction, exterior alteration, demolition or removal. All work or acts of new 
construction or exterior alteration requiring a permit for a certificate of appropriateness shall comply with the design 
criteria established by the precedent styles within the development zone of the proposed work. 

 
The PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of the 
Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of repainting the dwelling and at 2805 Boldt Street. 
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed color meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that since the color used is a color that is allowed by the Town, and since the color is 
one that is on at least two other dwellings in the subdivision, the PZHAC voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL 
of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION:   
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PHOTO OF THE DWELLING FROM BOLDT STREET 
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BOT ACTION FORM 

ZONING PERMIT 060959 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 9/17/19] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 
 

(Decision to be based on information presented during the Work Session – Item 4) 
 
 
Case 060959 – 1900 Calle Pecana, submitted by Ray Carl for Logos Development Inc., a request for a zoning permit to 
construct a new dwelling at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR)  
 
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the 
information provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed dwelling is acceptable to the Town as proposed, or if an alternate solution is arrived 
at, then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will be satisfied. The PZHAC should 
continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed dwelling would not be acceptable to the Town, and no other 
solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the applicant can return with a 
proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request based on the request not 
meeting any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed addition be consistent with the requirements of the HR zoning 
district. Additionally, the PZHAC will need to determine that the request meets all other development and application 
requirements of the Code. 
  
The PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of the 
Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of the construction of a new dwelling on a property at this address. 
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed dwelling meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC OPTIONS: 

1. Recommend approval of the requested permit to the BOT.  
2. Recommend approval of the requested permit to the BOT with conditions.  
3. Reject the permit. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed dwelling would not be out of character with the other dwellings 
nearby and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION:   

54



PZHAC WORK SESSION 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 

ITEM 4 
 
 

Submitted by Ray Carl for Logos Development Inc.; a request to discuss plans to construct a new dwelling at 
1900 Calle Pecana. (Case 060959) Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 
 
The subject property is one of six remaining properties in the Sommer Grove Subdivision that are currently 
vacant. (There are two properties with existing dwellings, and two with dwellings that are under construction. 
The subject property is the property on the southwest corner of Boulevard and Calle Pacana. There are 
dwellings on the properties to the west. The property to the south is vacant. Surrounding properties are either 
vacant or contain dwellings that are a mix of architectural styles. (Photos of some of the adjacent neighboring 
properties area attached.) 
 
The property is about 0.263 acres (11,194 square feet) in size. All necessary utilities are available to the 
property. Access to the property is by Calle Pacana. The proposed dwelling will be Pueblo style, with about 
2,315 square feet of heated area, an attached 630 square foot garage, and 606 square feet of porches for a total 
of 3,551 square feet. The dwelling will be Pueblo style and construction will be wood frame with stucco, with 
a flat roof.  
 
There is adequate space for the required parking of three off-street spaces. The style and height of the proposed 
dwelling will be compatible with other dwellings in the area. 
 
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed structure, when finished, will be consistent with the 
following sections of the Code: 

18.06.110 Review of applications within Historical and General Commercial zones – Considerations. 
A. All applications for work in the Historical zones and Commercial zone (not subject to administrative 

approval) shall be reviewed by the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission. The 
commission shall determine whether the request involved will be appropriate for the purposes of this 
title. If the request shall be determined to be inappropriate, the board shall determine whether, owing to 
conditions especially affecting the building or structure involved, but not affecting the historical district 
generally, such application may be approved without substantial detriment to the public welfare and 
without substantial derogation of the intent and purposes of this title. 

 
B. In reviewing an application, the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall 

consider in addition to this chapter: 
1. The historical and literary value and significance of the site, building, or structure; 
2. The general design, arrangement, texture, material and color of the features, sign or billboard involved; 
3. The relation of such factors to similar factors or sites, buildings and structures in the immediate 
surroundings;  

4. The appropriateness of the size and shape of the building or structure in relation to: 
a. The land area upon which the building or structure is situated; 
b. The landscaping and planting features proposed by the applicant; and 
c. The neighboring sites, buildings or structures within the historical district. 

5. The commission shall also consider the applicable zoning and other laws of the town. 
 
C. In recommending approval of an application the commission may impose conditions which shall be 

binding upon the property. Prior to approving an application subject to conditions, the commission may 
notify the applicant of its proposed action to solicit his opinion. The concurring vote of three members 
of the board shall be necessary to make a determination in favor of the applicant on any application. 
[Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 
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Chapter 18.35 HR – Historical Residential Zone   
In the HR zone, there is no size limit on either the primary or secondary dwelling as long as each dwelling 
unit has over 4000 square feet of property is determined to be architecturally compatible and historically 
appropriate for the area and meets building code requirements. The PZHAC will need to determine if the 
style of the proposed work is compatible with the development zone for the property. Since this 
construction is in a Historic zoning district, the following section of the Code applies: 
 
18.33.080 Historical appropriateness permit. 
A. Identification. A permit for a certificate of historical appropriateness shall be required before any of the 
following actions or work is undertaken: new construction, exterior alteration, demolition or removal. All 
work or acts of new construction or exterior alteration requiring a permit for a certificate of 
appropriateness shall comply with the design criteria established by the precedent styles within the 
development zone of the proposed work. 

 
The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed construction, 
and will be available to answer any questions that may arise. 
 

VIEW OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY FROM CALLE PACANA 
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VIEW OF THE DWELLING AT 1910 CALLE PACANA 
(NEIGHBOR TO THE WEST)  

 
 

VIEW OF THE DWELLING AT 1930 CALLE PACANA 
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Final Expense/Revenue for 2019 Diez y Seis de Septiembre Fiesta
Expense Item Company Cost
Miscellaneous (30-530-3082) (Budgeted: $5,350.00)
Pinatas provided by Andeles La Michocana 0.00
Generators United Rental 682.34
Candy for pinatas/decorations Sams Club/ Hobby Lobby 155.22
Water/Gatorade Sams Club 64.56
Porta johns Potty Time
Dumpster/trash pick-up Mesilla Valley Disposal 286.00
Sound technician & equipment KW Sound & Lights 1,191.44
Misc from PW Dardanelle Timber Company 97.43
Barricades for streets (5) Las Cruces Barricades 347.68
Trophies Cruces Trophies & La Posta plaque 194.75
Security HTM 469.20
Ice Shorty's

TOTAL 3,488.62
Entertainment (30-530-3062) (Budgeted: $4,800.00)
Live Music Tudy and the Silverbullet Band 650.00
Live Music Nosotros Paid by La Posta 0.00
Emcee Joel Martinez 300.00
Mariachi Alyssa Bustillos 100.00
Mariachi Mariachi Paso del Norte 250.00
Mariachi Mariachi Aguilas 250
Mariachi Mariachi Nuevo America 150
Mariachi Mariachi Estrellitas 150
Mariachi Mariachi Alma de Jalisco 400
Ballet Folklorico Ballet Folklorico Angeles del Valle 100
Ballet Folklorico Ballet Folklorico Diamonte del Valle 250.00
Ballet Folklorico Ballet Folklorico Corazon de Las Cruces 75.00
Ballet Folklorico Ballet Folklorico K'aay 150.00
Ballet Folklorico Ballet Folklorico Perlitas de Pueblo 100.00

TOTAL 2,925.00
Revenue (Vendor Booths) 30-44070

Food
Big top concessions, Kashos Tacos, gorditas dona maria, 
Fruit Blast 2,135.00

Beverage
Big top concessions, roberts cotton candy, Triple J, Fruit 
Blast, kona ice 1,500.00

Food & Beverage
Novelties Ramirez kids toys and jewelry 500.00

Snacks & Pre-packaged food
Jesse Olvera, the donut director, parkers bbq, ositos 
biscochitos, triple j, Lindy's concessions 1,910.00

Non-Profits Young women united, los leones 150.00

Arts & Crafts

2-Abuelos Curios, Victorian memories, Quetzali, Buffalo 
spirit nation, D' Piedrita designs, Lopez southwest images, 
Lilly's Jewels, borderworx market 1,850.00

Amusement Rides (15% Profit) A-List Rentals
Informational

TOTAL 8,045.00

TOTAL INCOME $8,045.00
TOTAL EXPENSES 6413.62
BALANCE 1631.38
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